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DISTANCE / TIME 
12 km / 4-5 hr 
 
TOTAL ASCENT 
350 m 
 
START 
Wetton Mill 
SK 096 561     DE6 2AG 
 
FINISH 
Upper Hulme 
SK 011 609 ST13 8TY
 
MAP 
OS Explorer Map OL24 1:25,000 
White Peak area 

REFRESHMENTS 
Wetton Mill (National Trust) 
Roaches Tea Rooms, Paddock Farm,  
Upper Hulme 
  
ELEVATION PROFILE 
 

 
 
 
 
SUMMARY 
The next three sections of the GeoWalk, from Wetton Mill to Brierlow Bar, require careful 
planning as the route passes through remote country with few facilities, following less 
well-defined paths with erratic waymarking. This section leaves the limestone-dominated 
lagoonal setting behind and instead traverses over shale, limestone and sandstone that 
were deposited in deeper water. The route crosses an interesting geological structure 
as it follows the River Hamps, before climbing to the Mermaid Inn with its wonderful 
panoramic views. A gentle descent over landslipped terrain to reach the Churnet valley 
and Upper Hulme concludes the walk.

Wetton Mill to Upper Hulme 
Wetton Mill – Butterton – Breech Farm – Mermaid Inn – Upper Hulme 

SECTION 5
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It is thought that a water powered mill was established at Wetton Mill in 1577 although 
the current buildings date from the 1700s. The mill was used to process corn from local 
farms and it was carefully sited to ensure a constant flow of water before the River 
Manifold periodically disappears underground a little further downstream. The buildings 
now belong to the National Trust who provide holiday accommodation, toilets and a tea 
room. Limited parking is available on the other side of the river.  
 
The footpath from Wetton Mill to Butterton can be very wet and muddy after prolonged 
wet spells; a dry-feet-preserving alternative is to use Wetton Road that winds its way 
steeply uphill to connect the two hamlets. 

S  From the mill, cross the river and take a minor road signposted to Butterton. Almost 
immediately veer left to take a public bridleway through the National Trust Waterslacks 
property, with Hoo Brook on your left. You are now walking on thinly bedded Ecton 
limestone deposited on the sea floor that sloped down from the lagoon towards the open 
ocean. Continue along the dale, which in the spring boasts a profusion of wild flowers, 
and after crossing a small wooden footbridge turn right to follow a path signposted to 
Butterton, keeping the brook to your 
left. Here you pass onto slightly 
younger rocks of the Widmerpool 
Formation which includes both 
shale and limestone deposited in 
deeper water.  After crossing two 
more footbridges the valley begins 
to broaden and there are a number 
of springs that reflect the increasing 
amount of impermeable shale 
underfoot (Photo 5.1). 
 
On reaching the buildings of 
Butterton, follow the footpath signs 
turning left up the hillside towards 
the road. The circular stone structure 
just before the road is an old field kiln 
used for production of quicklime; this 
was used locally to boost soil fertility.

2  When you reach the road, turn right on an elevated path above the ford passing 
Brookside Cottage. Then turn left, following the public footpath up the drive next to 
Dalemore Cottage. Cross the stream and turn right to follow it closely in an upstream 
direction, across four fields, to Rose Cottage. Turn right on the entrance drive and reach 
the road after 75 m. At the road turn left and then right after the same distance. This 
road soon turns into a footpath at Hoobrook Cottage and is followed across five fields 
to reach the B5053. Just before reaching this point, look out for a substantial spring on 
your left and notice how the vegetation changes abruptly to much rougher pasture — you 
are crossing onto the Onecote Sandstone from the surrounding shale and limestone. 
The Onecote Sandstone is a locally developed calcareous sandstone that formed when 
turbidity currents occasionally swept sand grains derived from the east into the deep sea 
where shale and limestone continued to be deposited1.

Photo 5.1 Small spring developed in the shale-dominated 
Widmerpool Formation on the right bank of Hoo Brook.
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3  Cross the main road and continue straight ahead onto a metalled lane, this providing 
some respite from the boggy conditions underfoot that typically characterise this section. 
Pass Hayes Farm and New Hillhouse, wending your way through subdued scenery created 
by the underlying shale, although the prominent ridge between New Hillhouse and Breech 
Farm reflects another sandstone unit that, like the Onecote Sandstone, is tough and 
resistant to weathering. 

Follow the twisting lane to the summit of the hill which is formed of older rocks, mainly 
shale and limestone, poking through a ‘window’ where the younger overlying rocks have 
been worn away (Map 5.1 and Cross-section 5.1). This geological feature is known as  
an inlier. 

Map 5.1 The geological map shows an 
area of shale and limestone (in blue 
and grey) protruding through younger 
rocks in a structure known locally as the 
Mixon inlier1. The surrounding rocks 
(in shades of orange, yellow and brown) 
that have been partially worn away are 
shale and sandstone. The red dashed line 
is the GeoWalk between Butterton and 
the Mermaid Inn. The brown dotted line 
corresponds with the line of the cross-
section below. 

Cross-section 5.1 This shows how the 
rocks in the Mixon inlier are folded into a 
dome-shaped anticline. The oldest rocks 
reach the surface in the centre of the fold, 
but they are poorly exposed and only 
seen occasionally in the valley created by 
the River Hamps. 

DIVERSION TO VIEWPOINT (10 minutes) 
Divert briefly from the road to visit the trig point (425 m) and tumulus on your right. 
The view is spectacular. To the east the heavily wooded slopes of Ecton Hill and Wetton 
Hill are in the middle distance, marking the edge of the White Peak limestone plateau. 
Softer shales form the low ground in front of you, with the bracken-covered sandstone 
ridge between Revidge and Lum Edge sweeping around to the northeast.  
 
Retrace your route back to the road.
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4  Cross the road and follow the footpath to pick up a tarmac lane heading down to 
Lower Green Farm, now in the heart of the Mixon inlier. Notice how the vegetation here 
has changed back to more verdant pasture. At the River Hamps bear right and pick up 
the Hamps Way. The poorly defined path bisects fields above the river to pass close by 
dwellings at New York and Royledge2, where small-scale copper mining took place in the 
mid-1800s. Continue on, with some navigational challenges, to Feltysitch. Here the poorly 
drained rough pasture that characterises the Onecote Sandstone reappears. Follow the 
line of telegraph poles uphill to a stile by a large green shed and then a farm track and 
road leading to the Mermaid Inn.

5  The car park next to the pub provides a fine view of the rocky eminences of Hen Cloud 
and Ramshaw Rocks, with the long sandstone ridge of The Roaches stretching away to-
wards the north (Photo 5.2). These outcrops are all connected in a gently down-folded 
structure known as a syncline. Tittesworth Reservoir occupies the low ground between 
Hen Cloud and Leek that is underlain by impermeable glacial till smeared over relatively 
weak Late Carboniferous shales. 

 
 Photo 5.2 The long, gently-dipping outcrops of resistant Namurian sandstones dip towards each other 
to define the Goyt syncline. The steep scarp slopes that are popular with rock climbers face west (on Hen 
Cloud and The Roaches) and east (at Ramshaw Rocks). 
Take the footpath beyond the entrance to the car park and veer left immediately to follow 
a line of yellow waymarked posts signed to Hurdlow Farm. There is no clear path and it 
is heavy going over boggy tussocks. The rocks here are alternations of Namurian shale 
and sandstone that are prone to landslide, forming deep scars and gullies on these steep 
unstable slopes. Eventually join a farm track and turn left at a post signed to Hurdlow and 
Upper Hulme. Pass through the farmyard and continue down the drive, ignoring a left turn 
to Stoney Cliffe Farm, to reach the busy main road.

6  Take great care in crossing the road, turn right over a bridge and then immediately 
turn left to join a stream-side footpath. Cross the stream at a small concrete bridge and 
head uphill to reach the road and buildings at Upper Hulme. There are not many facilities 
here, apart from a pub, bunkhouse and holiday cottages, but Paddock Farm (SK 007 613) 
half a kilometre to the NW provides refreshment and accommodation all the year round. 
There is also an infrequent bus service between Leek and Buxton that stops at nearby 
Blackshaw Moor (SK 009 598). 

Hen Cloud The Roaches Ramshaw Rocks
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Footnotes 
1. Geology of the country around Buxton, Leek and Bakewell
Neil Aitkenhead and others, 1985. Memoir for 1:50,000 Geological Sheet 111 (England and Wales).  
Natural Environment Research Council.  
Detailed accounts of the rocks, fossils, minerals and geological structures in the southern Peak 
District. Those sections describing the Onecote Sandstone and the Mixon inlier are most relevant 
here. https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/Memoirs/docs/B01565.html

2. The mines of the Upper Elkstones area   
Lindsey Porter & John Robey, 2000. In: The Copper & Lead Mines around the Manifold Valley,  
North Staffordshire. Landmark Publishing Ltd. Chapter 5, 135-150.  
A historical summary of Royledge Mine and nearby workings, including (in Chapter 6) the more  
prolific Mixon Mines located two kilometres further south.

Photo credits 
Cover, Photos 5.1 & 5.2: Albert Benghiat

Map acknowledgement 
BGS Map, Geological Survey of England and Wales 1:63,360/1:50,000 Geological Map Series,  
Sheet 111 (Buxton, 1978). Permit Number CP22/035 BGS © UKRI 1978. All rights reserved. 
Source: https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/data/maps/maps.cfc?method=viewRecord&mapId=9352
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Wetton Mill to Upper Hulme 
Wetton Mill – Butterton – Breech Farm – Mermaid Inn – Upper Hulme 

SECTION 5 - Route Map
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Base Map; outdooractive Cartography; © OpenStreetMap; (www.openstreetmap.org)
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SECTION 5 - Geological Map
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This map shows the rock formations that occur along this section of the GeoWalk, 
although it is important to realise that the rock may not be particularly visible on the 
ground because it is usually concealed by a cover of vegetation, soil and superficial 
deposits such as alluvium, head or peat. The best places to see the solid bedrock are in 
natural exposures such as cliffs and river banks, or when revealed in quarries and road/
railway cuttings. For a more detailed key that shows the age relationships between rock 
formations, see the original BGS map(s).

Fault

Geological boundary

Inclined strata,
dip in degrees

Mineral vein

Landslide deposits

Geological symbols
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Namurian Shale 
and Sandstone 

Widmerpool  
Formation (Mixon)MX

Onecote  
SandstoneOnS

Carbonate Mud  
Mounds (‘Reefs’)K

Ecton  
Limestone EcL

Milldale  
LimestoneMi

Alluvium

Boulder  
Clay (Till)


