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DISTANCE / TIME 
15 km / 5-6 hr 
 
TOTAL ASCENT 
270 m   
 
START 
Robin Hood Inn 
SK 280 721       DE45 1PQ  
 
FINISH 
Hall Leys Park, Matlock  
SK 298 602       DE4 3AT 
 
MAP 
OS Explorer Map OL24 1:25,000 
White Peak area 
 
REFRESHMENTS 
Robin Hood Inn 
Plough Inn, Two Dales (slight diversion) 
Matlock (spoilt for choice) 
  
ELEVATION PROFILE 

 
 

SUMMARY 
This walk has a demanding start as you grapple with way-finding and the terrain alongside 
the Heathy Lea Brook, before ascending the Crawshaw Sandstone scarp to find much 
easier ground on Gibbet Moor and Beeley Moor. These eastern moors provide exceptional 
evidence for prehistoric settlement, fields and cairnfields, so there is more than geology to 
hold your interest. The descent into Two Dales leaves the long association with sandstone 
ridges behind and you get a sense of returning to the White Peak as you approach Matlock. 
It’s the journey’s end, or perhaps its start – take your pick!

Robin Hood Inn to Matlock
Robin Hood Inn – Hob Hurst’s House – Two Dales – Matlock
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This walk section starts at the Robin Hood Inn, a pub on the A619 a couple of kilometres 
east of Baslow. The Bakewell-Chesterfield bus service stops here and there is a pay-and-
display car park nearby. 

S  Following the pavement away from 
the pub, head west to join the main road 
and after 150 m look for an inconspicuous 
stile on the other side of the road; it is 
signposted to Chatsworth. Cross the 
road with care, descend the steps, cross 
over the stream and continue up to a 
path junction. Turn left here, heading for 
Beeley on a rather vague track that makes 
its way up the valley, crossing a stone wall 
and using a wooden walkway and steps 
to avoid the worst of the rough ground 
(Photo 14.1). This part of the route is 
shared with the Peak District Boundary 
Walk1 and is waymarked. 

Further up the valley the prominent scarp formed by the thick and resistant Crawshaw 
Sandstone comes into view. Notice the aqueduct that gradually descends it, taking water 
from the Umberley Brook towards Chatsworth House. Built in 1848, the aqueduct supplies 
a large reservoir which, in turn, provides the head of water for the famous Emperor 
Fountain in the grounds of the house.  

Climb up the hillside, now on the Crawshaw Sandstone, to meet a stony track at a small 
wooden gate. Turn right and follow that track for 3 km, skirting around the edge of 
Bunker’s Hill Wood to reach a high point near the Bronze Age barrow of Hob Hurst’s 
House. Now rather overgrown it is manifest as a rectangular central mound with a 
surrounding ditch and outer bank. Intermittent sandstone outcrops that define Harland 
Edge form the skyline.

2  Return to the track that follows the edge of the wood downhill to a fine drystone wall 
with built-in steps. Climb over and follow a rather indistinct and boggy track with the wall 
on your left, heading south towards Hell Bank Plantation (Photo 14.2). 

Photo 14.2 A well-made, 
coursed rubble drystone 
wall, with the path besides, 
heading towards the 
plantation. This is the 
point at which you stop 
following the Peak District 
Boundary Walk waymarks.

Photo 14.1 Working your way up the valley 
created by the Heathy Lea Brook. The Chatsworth 
Grit and several thin overlying sandstones are 
poorly exposed in the valley side.
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Climb over another stile and turn left on the track that skirts around the plantation to 
reach Beeley Lane. Turn left and follow the lane for 500 m. Enter Access Land on the right 
at a gate and step stile and follow the track for a further 250 m before it swings around 
sharply towards the SSE and crosses the crest of the hill. The way is marked by occasional 
marker poles and you should aim for the stone enclosure that surrounds a transmission 
plant next to the road. Once on the road, turn left and follow it for 150 m to reach the 
crossroads at the corner of the recently-felled Sitchs Plantation. 
 
3  Turn right into Flash Lane, pass Darley Forest Grange Farm and when the road veers to 

the left, keep straight on, following a muddy track (Back Lane) down the spur of land that 
separates two deep, heavily wooded dales. The steep descent to Woodside Farm accords 
with the Chatsworth Grit scarp and beyond that you are walking down the geological 
succession, into progressively older sandstones and shales, some of which are poorly 
exposed in the track (Photo 14.3).

Photo 14.3 Exposures of thinly bedded, fine 
to medium grained sandstones (Ashover Grit) 
towards the bottom of Back Lane in Two Dales. 
Some of the bedding planes have ripple marks 
preserved on them, indicating that they formed 
under flowing water.

The dales converge at the foot of the spur and provide a fitting name for the attractive 
village of Two Dales. A former industrial centre that harnessed water from the Sydnope 
Brook to power a flax spinning mill during the late eighteenth century, it contains several 
grand houses and rows of cottages built at around the same time using Ashover Grit. This 
stone, as seen in Back Lane, surrounds the village (see the Geological Map on page 8) and 
was extensively quarried, particularly at Stancliffe in neighbouring Darley Dale. It is a 
particularly good building stone because it is consistent, tough, and attractively coloured, 
usually occurring in beds of uniform thickness that can be easily extracted and worked 
into blocks for ashlar walling2. 

4  Join the B5057 at the bottom of Back Lane and walk up the hill for 100 m before 
turning right into Denacre Road. This narrow lane drops steeply through soft, easily 
eroded shales, whilst the overlying sandstone (Ashover Grit) is much more resistant  
and forms the wooded scarp slope above. Follow a circuitous route along Knab Road  
and, avoiding the entrance to Knab Hall, drop down the hill before turning sharply left  
to cross the Sydnope Brook and enter Holt Wood. Climb the steep muddy footpath  
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through the wood, admiring the views 
across the wide flood plain produced by 
the meandering River Derwent. When 
you meet the minor road that contours 
around the hillside, notice the small 
spring that issues into a drinking  
trough (Photo 14.4). 
 
Follow the road, with increasing signs 
of habitation, towards Matlock. Old 
cottages and newer dwellings cling to 
the steep slopes, all vying for views 
across the valley. When the road joins 
Greenaway Lane, turn left and ascend 
slightly before encountering another, 
more elaborate, roadside spring at 
Springbank Cottage. This one was built 
in 1888 with a strong geometrical design 
using face-tooled sandstone blocks.

As you look across the Derwent valley 
you can see that the Early Carboniferous 
limestones reappear, here stripped of 
their sandstone cover, and produce the 
steep, heavily quarried slopes to the west 
of Matlock3. The limestones influence the course of the river, particularly the resistant 
carbonate mud mounds around High Tor that deflect it from a meandering southeasterly 
trend to the confines of a narrow N-S trending gorge between Matlock and Cromford. 
Matlock itself is located on the broad flood plain that is excavated in weak Bowland 
Shale and overlain by head deposits; the rocks that flank the shale (sandstones in the NE, 
limestones in the SW) are significantly more resistant, so the town is surrounded by steep 
hills in all but a northwesterly direction.

The route continues in a series of gently descending steps down Hackney Road before 
merging into Needham Terrace and meeting Smedley Street at a T-junction. Turn left and 
continue for 600 m until you reach a junction marked by a beheaded tree. Turn right here 
and walk steeply downhill via Woolley Road and Imperial Road into the centre of Matlock. 
Now, almost at the end of the walk, turn right onto Bank Road and circumnavigate the 
roundabout to enter Hall Leys Park. 

Lay your hands on the Millstone Grit of the War Memorial – congratulations – you’ve 
completed the Peak District GeoWalk!

  

Photo 14.4 This spring, one of several along this 
escarpment, is located where impermeable shales 
impede the downward percolation of rainwater 
through the overlying porous sandstones. Water 
is forced to flow sideways, out onto the side of the 
valley where, in places, it has been directed into 
wells and troughs.
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Footnotes 
1. Peak District Boundary Walk 
Andrew McCloy (Editor), 2017. Friends of the Peak District, Sheffield. 160 pages. 
A long distance walk of 300 kilometres that explores the largely invisible boundary of the National 
Park. Like this GeoWalk it can be tackled as a series of day walks or a semi-continuous challenge in 
one go. Boundaries, in every sense of the word, are always interesting places to visit because they 
invite us to reflect on the often-arbitrary nature of their creation and the subsequent impact they 
have on places and people.

2. Strategic Stone Study: a building stone atlas of Derbyshire and the Peak National Park  
Ian Thomas, 2011. English Heritage. 
Historically and to the present day, this area is seen as a major source of stone, both for local use 
and throughout Britain. Carboniferous limestones and sandstones comprise the main building 
stones, with Permian dolostone and Triassic sandstones contributing to the stock. This atlas 
describes the major stone types and illustrates how they have been employed in local buildings 
ranging from the vernacular to architectural gems such as Chatsworth House, Calke Abbey and  
the Crescent in Buxton. 
www2.bgs.ac.uk/mineralsuk/buildingStones/StrategicStoneStudy/EH_atlases.html

3. Delving along the Derwent 
The Delvers, 2019. The DerwentWISE partnership, Gomer Press, Llandysul. 192 pages. 
A detailed historical account of some two hundred limestone and sandstone quarries in the 
Derwent valley, with an emphasis on the human side of the industry as portrayed by the quarry 
owners and those who worked in them. 

Photo credits 
Cover: © Peter Barr (cc-by-sa/2.0) 
Photo 14.1, 14.2, 14.3 & 14.4: Martin Whiteley

Map acknowledgements 
BGS Map, Geological Survey of England and Wales 1:63,360/1:50,000 Geological Map Series,  
Sheet 111 (Buxton, 1978). Permit Number CP22/035 BGS © UKRI 1978. All rights reserved. 
Source: https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/data/maps/maps.cfc?method=viewRecord&mapId=9352 
 
BGS Map, Geological Survey of England and Wales 1:63,360/1:50,000 Geological Map Series,  
Sheet 112 (Chesterfield, 2012). Permit Number CP22/035 BGS © UKRI 1978. All rights reserved. 
Source: https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/data/maps/maps.cfc?method=viewRecord&mapId=9357
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Robin Hood Inn to Matlock
Robin Hood Inn – Hob Hurst’s House – Two Dales – Matlock

SECTION 14 - Route Map
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Base Map; outdooractive Cartography; © OpenStreetMap; (www.openstreetmap.org)
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SECTION 14 - Geological Map
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This map shows the rock formations that occur along this section of 
the GeoWalk, although it is important to realise that the rock may not 
be particularly visible on the ground because it is usually concealed by 
a cover of vegetation, soil and superficial deposits such as alluvium, 
head or peat. The best places to see the solid bedrock are in natural 
exposures such as cliffs and river banks, or when revealed in quarries 
and road/railway cuttings. For a more detailed key that shows the age 
relationships between rock formations, see the original BGS map(s).

Fault

Geological boundary

Inclined strata,
dip in degrees

Mineral vein

Landslide deposits

Geological symbols
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Crawshaw  
SandstoneCrS

ChG Chatsworth Grit

AsG Ashover Grit

Marsden  
FormationMarAlluvium

Head


