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Upper Burbage Bridge 
to Robin Hood Inn

SECTION 13

GeoWalk
THE PEAK DISTRICT
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DISTANCE / TIME 
15 km / 5-6 hr 
 
TOTAL ASCENT 
230 m  
 
START 
Upper Burbage Bridge  
SK 260 830     S32 1BR  
 
FINISH 
Robin Hood Inn 
SK 280 721     DE45 1PQ 
 
MAP 
OS Explorer Maps OL1 & OL24 1:25,000 
White Peak and Dark Peak areas 
 
REFRESHMENTS 
Grindleford Station café (slight diversion) 
Grouse Inn (slight diversion) 
Robin Hood Inn 
  
ELEVATION PROFILE 

 

 
SUMMARY 
This walk is unique in that it follows one very prominent rock formation for the best part 
of fifteen kilometres. The Chatsworth Grit Formation is primarily made up of sandstones 
with some thin interbedded shales, with the sandstones becoming thicker and more 
extensive towards the top. It is this upper part that commonly forms the bold scarp faces 
or ‘gritstone edges’ that characterise the eastern margin of the Peak District. 

Continuing the theme established at Stanage Edge, this section follows four more 
edges, all geologically similar and offering great walking. Starting at Burbage, the 
walk heads south along the scarps of Froggatt, Curbar and Baslow, interrupted only 
by a couple of deep valleys that cut through the sandstone capping at Padley Gorge 
and Bar Brook.

Upper Burbage Bridge to Robin Hood Inn
Upper Burbage Bridge – Toad’s Mouth – Nether Padley – Curbar Gap – Robin Hood Inn 
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S  Leave the car park and turn 
right onto Ringinglow Road. Cross 
the bridge and after 200 m reach a 
kissing gate on the right that gives 
access to the public bridleway 
through Upper Burbage1. Follow 
the path beneath Burbage Rocks, 
a modest scarp formed by the 
Chatsworth Grit. These rocks  
are essentially a continuation  
of Stanage Edge, so many of  
the features seen there, such 
as thick and occasional thin 
sandstones, cross-bedding and 
concretions, can also be seen 
here (Photo 13.1).

As you continue along the path notice how the crags diminish in height as a shallow valley 
emerges on your left. This marks the location of a small E-W trending fault that displaces 
the rocks on both sides of the valley; the low ground that separates the sandstone tors of 
Carl Wark and Higger Tor on the other side of the valley is a manifestation of the same 
fault. After you have crossed the fault the scarp face begins to rise again, now trending 
SSE, with evidence of having been quarried for millstones in the past2. Continue on to 
reach the A6187 at a layby and turn right, following the pavement for 150 m to reach a 
small wooden gate just before the sweeping bend at Toad’s Mouth.

2  Leave the main road and follow 
the footpath through woods to reach a 
footbridge over the Burbage Brook. Now on 
the right bank, continue pleasantly through 
meadows and descend into Padley Gorge, a 
tumbling flight of boulders and waterfalls 
created by the brook cutting deeply into the 
sandstone bedrock. The path wends its way 
alongside, passing through ancient oak-
birch woodland. Ignoring any uphill path 
options, continue your descent to cross the 
river at a footbridge (Photo 13.2) and then 
climb steeply up through Yarncliff Wood to 
reach the B6521 at Nether Padley. 
 

3  Turn right at the road and follow it for 100 m before taking the left fork (Tedgness 
Road) to climb still further up the hill. After 300 m a footpath leads into the woods. Keep 
left at the path fork beyond the house and walk up through Hay Wood, disregarding 
intersecting footpaths that lead down to Nether Padley and up to the Grouse Inn. Stay on 
the increasingly rough path that contours and then rises past a former (Chatsworth Grit) 
quarry before rounding a dilapidated gate. Take the right-hand fork in the path, which 
is soon joined by another one that leads back to the National Trust car park. Again, keep 
right here and drop down steeply to cross a stream just before reaching the main road.

Photo 13.1 Thick beds of near-horizontal Chatsworth 
sandstone with cross-bedding that is gently inclined 
towards the viewer. 

Photo 13.2 Footbridge over the incised section 
of the Burbage Brook
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At the A625 turn right and follow intermittent pavements for a short distance, making for 
a large white gate that is flanked by a path that leads towards Froggatt Edge. The way on is 
obvious, passing through woodland to gain ever-widening views down the Derwent valley. 
On your left, the brooding scarp of White Edge (Photo 13.3) runs parallel to your route.

  
Photo 13.3 Viewed from Froggatt Edge, the ground rises gently to the east before reaching White Edge,  
a scarp produced by the Crawshaw Sandstone. This is the youngest of the Carboniferous sandstones 
seen, albeit from a distance, on the GeoWalk and it forms part of the Coal Measures. In areas east of 
here the overlying coal seams have been exploited for centuries.

Froggatt, Curbar and Baslow Edges extend more or less continuously for 3 km and  
provide excellent walking. The long views to the west are ever-changing, but essentially 
the terrain is underlain by slightly older sandstones and shales, with occasional glimpses 
of much older Early Carboniferous limestone in the quarries around Stoney Middleton 
(see the Geological Map on page 8). Nearer, the Derwent valley is a rather broad feature 
developed in Late Carboniferous sandstones, although the river itself now occupies a 
narrow, discontinuous flood plain that is covered with alluvium. The slopes between the 
river and the edges are covered by boulders of sandstone in a clayey sand matrix; these are 
head deposits that are derived from the erosion and downslope movement of rocks in the 
immediate vicinity (Photo 13.4).

Photo 13.4 Looking 
southwards along Curbar  
Edge towards Baslow Edge. 
The scarp is characterised 
by its resistant, upstanding 
face and countless boulders 
and tors, many of which are 
variously detached from the 
scarp due to cambering 
and rockfall. Head deposits 
drape the foot of the scarp 
and produce smooth concave 
slopes that are covered by 
bracken and woodland.
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Descend the cairned path to cross 
the minor road at Curbar Gap and 
follow the sign for Baslow Edge. 
Use the broad path that initially 
runs alongside a wall and then 
continues over open moorland 
to pass a prominent tor known 
as the Eagle Stone (Photo 13.5) 
before reaching an intersection of 
paths high above a heavily wooded 
valley. At this point, the briefest 
of diversions (left) will take you 
to Wellington’s Monument, while 
the way ahead is to turn right and 
drop steeply down the quarried 
hillside2 for 200 m before making a 
hairpin turn left to follow the path 
next to a field wall.

4  Follow the path that contours 
initially and then drops more 
steeply through the wood to reach 
the valley bottom and a footbridge 
over Bar Brook. This stream has 
cut its way down through two 
thick sandstone units within the 
Chatsworth Grit Formation and 
excavated a deep V-shaped valley 
in the underlying weak shales. 
The valley is now draped by head 
deposits, indicating that here the 
head formed after valley incision. 

A short climb then takes you up 
to the Sheffield Road (A621). 
Directly opposite there is a stone 
step stile and waymark, with 
the path beyond rising steadily 
through the woods. As you leave 
the wood the going gets easier 
and the top of the ridge is reached 
at Cat Tor, an erosional remnant 
of Gardom’s Edge (Photo 13.6). 
From here, descend easily down a 
grassy track with silver birch trees 
in attendance, to reach the busy 
A619 at a gate and wall stile. 

The end of the walk is at the Robin Hood Inn a couple of hundred metres up the hill. Just 
before that is a bus stop for the Bakewell-Chesterfield service and there is a campsite at 
nearby Moorside Farm. There is also a small pay-and-display car park near the pub.

Photo 13.5 Three thick beds of sandstone are stacked on 
a basal pedestal at the Eagle Stone. The bedding planes 
are rather poorly defined and erosion has picked out their 
relative weakness. Each bed is faintly cross-bedded.

Photo 13.6 Isolated masses of Chatsworth Grit at all 
scales near Moorside Farm; loose boulders, a rough-hewn 
gatepost, rubble in the drystone wall, and Cat Tor.
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Footnotes 
1. From Cairns to Craters: conservation heritage assessment of Burbage 
Bill Bevan, 2006. Moors for the Future, Report No.8. 109 pages. 
The wider Burbage area is richly endowed with archaeological features and artefact findspots. 
These include Mesolithic stone tools, the late prehistoric enclosure on Carl Wark, late Neolithic 
burial barrows and Bronze age cairns. www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk 
 
2. The Intriguing Millstones of the Peak District 
Anon, 2022. Let’s Go Peak District. 
Millstones are synonymous with the Peak District and they have been made here from medieval 
times until the mid-20th century. This little website describes what millstones are, how they 
were quarried and where they were used. It also mentions that the vast majority of abandoned 
millstones can be seen in the area covered by this walk. 
www.letsgopeakdistrict.co.uk/intriguing-millstones-of-the-peak-district

Photo credits 
Cover & Photo 13.4: © Neil Theasby (cc-by-sa/2.0) 
Photo 13.1, 13.5 & 13.6: Martin Whiteley 
Photo 13.2: © Chris Wimbush (cc-by-sa/2.0) 
Photo 13.3: © Jonathan Clitheroe (cc-by-sa/2.0)

Map acknowledgements 
BGS Map, Geological Survey of England and Wales 1:63,360/1:50,000 Geological Map Series,  
Sheet 111 (Buxton, 1978). Permit Number CP22/035 BGS © UKRI 1978. All rights reserved. 
Source: https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/data/maps/maps.cfc?method=viewRecord&mapId=9352 
 
BGS Map, Geological Survey of England and Wales 1:63,360/1:50,000 Geological Map Series,  
Sheet 99 (Chapel-en-le-Frith, 1978). Permit Number CP22/035 BGS © UKRI 1978. All rights reserved. 
Source: https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/data/maps/maps.cfc?method=viewRecord&mapId=9310 
 
BGS Map, Geological Survey of England and Wales 1:63,360/1:50,000 Geological Map Series,  
Sheet 100 (Sheffield, 2011). Permit Number CP22/035 BGS © UKRI 1978. All rights reserved. 
Source: https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/data/maps/maps.cfc?method=viewRecord&mapId=9315 
 
BGS Map, Geological Survey of England and Wales 1:63,360/1:50,000 Geological Map Series,  
Sheet 112 (Chesterfield, 2012). Permit Number CP22/035 BGS © UKRI 1978. All rights reserved. 
Source: https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/data/maps/maps.cfc?method=viewRecord&mapId=9357
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Upper Burbage Bridge to Robin Hood Inn
Upper Burbage Bridge – Toad’s Mouth – Nether Padley – Curbar Gap – Robin Hood Inn 
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Base Map; outdooractive Cartography; © OpenStreetMap; (www.openstreetmap.org)
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SECTION 13 - Geological Map
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This map shows the rock formations that occur along this section of the GeoWalk, 
although it is important to realise that the rock may not be particularly visible on the 
ground because it is usually concealed by a cover of vegetation, soil and superficial 
deposits such as alluvium, head or peat. The best places to see the solid bedrock are in 
natural exposures such as cliffs and river banks, or when revealed in quarries and road/
railway cuttings. For a more detailed key that shows the age relationships between rock 
formations, see the original BGS map(s).
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